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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This office action is in response to the Appeal brief filed on March 28, 2004, in which 
claims 1-20 are pending for further examination. 



2. Applicants are required to furnish the formal drawings in response this office action. No 
new matter may be introduced in the required drawing. Failure to timely submit a drawing will 
result in ABANDONMENT of the application. 



3. Applicant's arguments with respect to the appeal brief filed March 28, 2004 have been 
fully considered. Therefore, the finality of the rejection mailed on July 24, 2003 has been 
withdrawn in view of a new ground of rejection. 



4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



Drawings 



Response to Arguments 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
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5. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lang US 
Patent application Publication no. US/2002/0046041 in view of Coueignoux US Patent no. 
6,092,197. 

As to claim 1, Lang discloses an automated system for providing reputation and trust information 
([0002]). In particular, Lang discloses the claimed limitation "a database for storing said 
reputation information" as a database (36) that holds reputation information in which a client 
seeks to access from the reputation service (see fig.2); "security measures for verifying identities 
of at least one of said user and a plurality of community organizations" in order to gain access to 
services provided by the server 46 and server 32, users 44 have to connect to the network 42 
(fig.2); wherein in fig.7, requester is required to provide the user ID and password; and "a 
communication system for receiving said reputation information and transmitting said reputation 
information to said plurality of community organizations" communication 42 receives a 
response in response to a request. However Lang does not explicitly disclose the use of 
transmitting a reputation information in responsive to an authorization received by said user. 
On the other hand, Coueignoux discloses a system for exploiting information such as 
confidential information from a user while securing the information from unauthorized 
publication. In particular, Coueignoux discloses the use of "transmitting a reputation information 
in responsive to an authorization received by said user" as a means for transmitting the 
confidential information only in response to authorization by the user (col. 6, lines 46-54, lines 
59-63). 
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Schuba (patent application publication no. US 2002/003261 Al) is not part of the rejection can 
be used, discloses a system for authorization of transaction, wherein user equipment receives an 
authorization request with an identifier of a transaction and replies to the request with an 
authorization response. In particular, Schuba (patent application publication no. US 2002/003261 
Al) discloses the use of "transmitting a reputation information in responsive to an authorization 
received by said user" as a means for transmitting the message information in response to 
authorization by the user ([0021]) or an authorization from the user ([0052]). Lambert, patent no. 
6,572,014, is also not part of the rejection and can be used, discloses a system for providing a 
computer for detecting a user action and for converting the user input into a data first stream. In 
particular, Lambert, patent no. 6,572,014, also discloses the use of "transmitting a reputation 
information in responsive to an authorization received by said user" as a means for transmitting 
information data in a response or an authorization by the user (col. 15, lines 2-6). 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of the cited references, wherein the automated reputation service 
provided therein (see Lang's fig.2, item 44) would incorporate the use of "transmitting a 
reputation information in responsive to an authorization received by said user" in the same 
conventional manner as disclosed by Coueignoux (col.6, lines 46-54, lines 59-63). One having 
ordinary skill in the art would have found it motivated to utilize such a combination in order to 
enhance security, thereby ensuring that the response is authorized or signed by the user. 
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As to claim 2, Lang discloses the claimed "information related to activities of said user"( [0031]- 
[0035]; "information related to qualification of said user" ([0031]-[0035]); and "information 
related to reliability of said user" ([0031]-[0035]). 

As to claim 3, Lang discloses the claimed "a certification engine for authenticity of said 
transmitted reputation information"([0042]-[0043]). 

As to claim 4, Lang discloses the claimed limitations "a reputation information classifier for 
grouping pieces of said reputation information into predetermined categories related to activities 
conducted with said plurality of communication organizations"([0031]; [0032]; [0034] and 
[0038]-[0039]). 

As to claim 5, Lang discloses the claimed limitation "wherein said plurality of community 
organizations received said reputation information in categories related to said activities 
conducted on said plurality of community organizations"([0031]-[0035]; and [0039]). 

As to claim 6, Lang discloses the claimed "wherein said user authorization is provided by said 
user to said plurality of community organization for receiving said reputation information from 
said reputation authority"([0035]; [0042]; [0043]). 
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As to claim 7, Lang discloses the claimed '"wherein said user authorizes said reputation authority 
to transmit said reputation to said plurality of community organizations"([0041]-[0043]). 

As to claim 8, Lang discloses the claimed "wherein at least one of said user and said plurality of 
community organizations subscribes to said reputation authority in order to participate in said 
electronically storing reputation information"([0031]-[0035]; [0044]-[0045] and [0050]-[0052]). 

As to claim 9, Lang discloses the claimed "verifying an identity of one of an associated user and 
an accessing third party responsive to a request to access said centralized repository" as a means 
determining whether the requester is authorized to access the requested information, wherein if 
the reputation information is particularly sensitive, only selected parties may be able to access 
this information, and wherein the authorization may require that the requesting that the requester 
provide the user ID and password in some instance, in order to ensure the information reaches 
the appropriate party and is only modifiable by the appropriate requesting party ([0007], [0041]- 
[0043]; fig.2; and fig.7); "receiving said identity attributes from at least one of said verified 
associated user and said verified accessing third party"([0043]; fig.2; and fig. 7); "storing said 
identity attribute in a database indexed according to said verified associated user" ([[0025]- 
0030]; fig.2; and fig.7) and "delivering at least one set of said identity attributes to said verified 
third party" as a means for providing selected parties to be able to access the reputation 
information, and where the authorization may require that the requester provide the user ID and 
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password in some instance, in order to ensure the information reaches the appropriate party and 
is only modifiable by the appropriate requesting party ([0007], [0025]-0030]; [0042]-[0043]; 
fig.2; and fig.7). Applicant should duly note that Lang discloses a name field to identify the 
name of the party as well as an identification that uniquely identifies the party amongst the 
parties for which reputation data is held by the reputation service, the third party is, therefore, 
incorporated. However Lang does not explicitly disclose the use of transmitting a reputation 
information in responsive to an authorization received from said verified associated user. 
On the other hand, Coueignoux discloses a system for exploiting information such as 
confidential information from a user while securing the information from unauthorized 
publication. In particular, Coueignoux discloses the use of "transmitting a reputation information 
in responsive to an authorization received from said verified associated usef ' as a means for 
transmitting the confidential information only in response to authorization by the user (col.6, 
lines 46-54, lines 59-63). 

Schuba (patent application publication no. US 2002/003261 Al) is not part of the rejection can 
be used, discloses a system for authorization of transaction, wherein user equipment receives an 
authorization request with an identifier of a transaction and replies to the request with an 
authorization response. In particular, Schuba (patent application publication no. US 2002/003261 
Al) discloses the use of "transmitting a reputation information in responsive to an authorization 
received from said verified associated user" as a means for transmitting the message information 
in response to authorization by the user ([0021]) or an authorization from the user ([0052]). 
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Lambert, patent no. 6,572,014, is also not part of the rejection and can be used, discloses a 
system for providing a computer for detecting a user action and for converting the user input 
into a data first stream. In particular, Lambert, patent no. 6,572,014, also discloses the use of 
C( transmitting a reputation information in responsive to an authorization received from said 
verified associated user" as a means for transmitting information data in a response or an 
authorization by the user (col. 15, lines 2-6). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of the cited references, wherein the automated reputation service 
provided therein (see Lang's fig. 2, item 44) would incorporate the use of "transmitting a 
reputation information in responsive to an authorization received from said verified associated 
user" in the same conventional manner as disclosed by Coueignoux (col. 6, lines 46-54, lines 59- 
63). One having ordinary skill in the art would have found it motivated to utilize such a 
combination in order to enhance security, thereby ensuring that the response is authorized or 
signed by the user. 
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As to claim 10, Lang discloses the claimed "categorizing said identity attribute into sets related to 
activities of said accessing third party"[0037]-[0039]. 

As to claim 11, Lang discloses the claimed 'Svherein said at least one set comprises said sets 
related to activities of said accessing third party"[0032]-[0039]. 

As to claim 12, Lang discloses the claimed "processing a request for said at least one set of 
identity attributes from said accessing third party, wherein said associated user provides said 
authorization to said accessing third party"[0042]-[0043]. 

As to claim 13, Lang discloses the claimed updating said stored identity attributes from at least 
one of said associated user and said accessing third party" (fig.2) and "certifying said at least one 
set of said identity attributes"([0047]; fig.2 and fig. 10). 

As to claim 14, Lang discloses the claimed "registering at least at least one of said associated 
user and said accessing third party with said centralized repository of identity attributes for 
receiving prior to said verifying step"([0042], fig.2). 

As to claim 15, Lang discloses the claimed "means for verifying an identity of one of a plurality 
of users and a plurality of participating user community responsive to a request to access said 
clearinghouse"([0041]-[0042], fig.2); "means for storing reliability data from one of said verified 
plurality of users and said verified plurality of participating user community"([0029]- 
[0035];[0043]; fig.2); "means for associating said stored reliability data with an associated 
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user"([0030]; [0031]; [0043] and fig.2); and "means releasing selected reliability data to one of 
said verified plurality of participating user community" as a means for providing selected parties 
to be able to access the reputation information, and where the authorization may require that the 
requester provide the user ED and password in some instance, in order to ensure the information 
reaches the appropriate party and is only modifiable by the appropriate requesting party ([0007], 
[0025]-0030]; [0042]-[0043]; fig.2). Applicant should duly note that Lang discloses a name field 
to identify the name of the party as well as an identification that uniquely identifies the party 
amongst the parties for which reputation data is held by the reputation service, the third party is, 
therefore, incorporated. However Lang does not explicitly disclose the use of transmitting a 
reputation information in responsive to consent giving by said associated user. 
On the other hand, Coueignoux discloses a system for exploiting information such as 
confidential information from a user while securing the information from unauthorized 
publication. In particular, Coueignoux discloses the use of "responsive to consent giving by said 
associated user" as a means for transmitting the confidential information only in response to 
authorization by the user (col.6, lines 46-54, lines 59-63). 

Schuba (patent application publication no. US 2002/003261 Al) is not part of the rejection can 
be used, discloses a system for authorization of transaction, wherein user equipment receives an 
authorization request with an identifier of a transaction and replies to the request with an 
authorization response. In particular, Schuba (patent application publication no. US 2002/003261 
Al) discloses the use of "transmitting a reputation information in responsive to consent giving by 
said associated user" as a means for transmitting the message information in response to 
authorization by the user ([0021]) or an authorization from the user ([0052]). Lambert, patent no. 
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6,572,014, is also not part of the rejection and can be used, discloses a system for providing a 
computer for detecting a user action and for converting the user input into a data first stream. In 
particular, Lambert, patent no. 6,572,014, also discloses the use of "transmitting a reputation 
information in responsive to consent giving by said associated user" as a means for transmitting 
information data in a response or an authorization by the user (col. 15, lines 2-6). 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of the cited references, wherein the automated reputation service 
provided therein (see Lang's fig. 2, item 44) would incorporate the use of "transmitting a 
reputation information in responsive to consent giving by said associated user" in the same 
conventional manner as disclosed by Coueignoux (col.6, lines 46-54, lines 59-63). One having 
ordinary skill in the art would have found it motivated to utilize such a combination in order to 
enhance security, thereby ensuring that the response is authorized or signed by the user. 

As to claim 16, Lang discloses the claimed "means for updating said stored reliability data from 
at least one of said plurality of users and said plurality of participating user communities" 
([0023], [0047]; fig.2). 

As to claim 17, Lang discloses the claimed "means for classifying said reliability data into groups 
related to activities of said plurality of participating user communities"([0031]-[0039]; fig.2). 
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As to claim 18, Lang discloses the claimed "wherein said selected reliability data comprises said 
groups related to activities of said plurality of participating user communities"([0031]-[0039]; 
fig.2). 

As to claim 19, Lang discloses the claimed "means for processing request for said selected 
reliability data from said plurality of participating user communities, wherein said verified one of 
said plurality of users provides said consent to said plurality of participating user 
communities"([0042]-[0044];fig.2). 

As to claim 20, Lang discloses the claimed "means for processing a request to deliver said 
selected reliability data from said verified one of said plurality of users, wherein said verified one 
of said plurality of users provides said consent to said reputation management clearinghouse" 
"([0043]-[0046]; fig.2). 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jean M. Corrielus whose telephone number is (703) 306-3035. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (12:00pm - 7:30 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E Breene can be reached on (703) 305-9790. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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